Assessment plan for Linguistics 367 (Honors): Language, sex and gender in the United States

Assessment objectives

This course fulfills two GEC requirements, whose university-defined learning outcomes are given below.

Writing and Related Skills

Goal:

Students build upon skills in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students apply basic skills in expository writing

2. Students demonstrate critical thinking through written and oral expression

3. Students retrieve and use written information analytically and effectively

Second Writing Course

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students extend their ability to read carefully and express ideas effectively

2. Students further develop basic skills in expository writing and oral expression

3. Students develop skills in effective communication and in accessing and using information analytically
Social Diversity in the United States 
Courses in social diversity enhance students’ understanding of the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States.

1. Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.

2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.

Course-specific objectives that address the GEC requirements:

1. Students will develop a basic understanding of techniques of sociolinguistic analysis.

2. Students will learn the major theories proposed in the field of language and gender and arguments for and against each.

3. Students will practice thinking critically about gender and its connection to everyday language behaviors.

Methods
Assessment will be carried out primarily through two channels: through the evaluation of graded work for the class and through the evaluation of informal and ungraded writing tasks assigned as in class exercises through the quarter.  Contributions in class discussions will be considered, but weighted more lightly, given the tendency for more confident students to contribute more to such discussions.

Graded assignments, particularly the research project, will be the central source of assessment of stylistic and mechanical writing and speaking skills.  The multiple steps of this project will allow for repeated assessments of student progress.  

Ungraded tasks will be used to evaluate comprehension of material (see objectives 2-6) as well as the underlying argument-building skills of the writing component.  Students will be asked in class to describe important points covered in the class session or preceding week (objective 5), to generate new arguments concerning existing debates (objectives 1 and 6) and to envision new ideas for research projects (objective 4).  Other tasks will ask students to apply the theoretical debates covered in class to practical concerns, such as the strategies working women might employ in mostly male working environments (objectives 2 and 3).

Students’ own assessments of the course and their progress will be collected midway through the quarter and towards the end of the quarter through the use of short-answer questionnaires, in addition to the University –provided SEI instrument.

Assessments will be summarized at the end of each quarter and used to alter the course for the next teaching.  Because this is a new course, this process is expected to be particularly thorough for the first few years.

